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SUB J : GRZ FOREIGN MINISTER BACKS DOWN ON HIS DENIAL OF SOVIET UNION 
AND EASTERN EUROPEANS VIOLATION OF RHODESIAN SANCTION 

REF: (A) LUSAKA 0418; (B) MOSCOW 2174 

1 . SPEAKING IN THE PARLIAMENT FEBRUARY 17, GRZ FOREIGN MINISTER 
SITEKE MWALE SAID THAT HE HAD NOT DEFENDED THE SOVIET UNION AND 
EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AGAINST U.K. ALLEGATIONS THAT THEY HAD 
VIOLATED U.N. RHODESIAN TRADE SANCTION (REFTEL A). IN REPLY TO 
QUERIES, MWALE SAID THAT HE HAD ONLY POINTED OUT THAT THE ACCUSER, 
THE U.K., HAD ALSO VIOLATED TRADE SANCTIONS. 
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2. REPORT OF MWALE'S REMARKS WAS CARRIED ON RADIO ZAMBIA FEBRUARY 
18, BUT DID NOT APPEAR IN THE LOCAL PRESS AS HAD MWALE'S EARLIER 
STATEMENT (REFTEL A). 
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